Eng9– Paragraphs01: What Belongs?
What Belongs?

Paragraphs are groups of sentences having a common topic or main idea. Every sentence in a paragraph should support the theme of that paragraph. When a writer wants to use a sentence that doesn’t meet that requirement, it’s time to start another paragraph.

Directions: Choose the sentence that belongs in the short paragraph provided.

1. Ryan is very athletic for a three year old. He can run faster than most kids twice his age. He throws and catches a basketball with ease. He is an accomplished tennis player and golfer. _______________________________

a. Ryan can even roller skate backwards on one foot.

b. Ryan can even read second grade level books.

2. Don’t be so quick to buy an SUV. They are more expensive than many equally comfortable automobiles. ___________ ____________________ They consume fuel faster than you can say, “Fill ‘er up!” These trucks are clearly not for everyone.

a. They tend to be much safer in collisions than other vehicles.

b. They are less stable and harder to control in emergency situations.

3. Yes, I confess, I’m a beef addict! I can’t drive past a Burger King without stopping in for a Whopper. I have filled my freezer with steaks and roasts and mountains of ground beef. No steer is safe if I’m in his neighborhood. ______________ _________________

a. I am very unhappy if I can’t eat mushrooms with my beef!

b. The Cattleman’s Beef Association should make me its poster boy!

4. The penguin is another bird that cannot fly. Its “wings” are flippers that carry it through the water instead of the air. ______________________.

a. Swimming is the penguin’s version of flight.

b. An ostrich is no better at flying than a penguin.

Directions: Each paragraph contains one sentence that does not belong in it. Underline that sentence. The first one has been done for you.

1. Another unusual thing about Travis is his eating philosophy. He believes that there is no such thing as a breakfast food, lunch food, or supper food. He’ll eat tuna sandwiches for breakfast if the mood strikes. He often eats pancakes for lunch. He frequently goes to the movies in his pajamas before supper. When it’s finally time to go to bed, Travis will have a big bowl of Cheerios.

2. Francine was certainly not as popular with her teachers as she was with her peers. She knew that she had earned her back seat in their hearts. She laughed out loud when Mr. Ami made his most serious statements in social studies class. She wrote mean little poems about Miss Baker, the soccer coach, and taped them on hallway walls. Her favorite subject was math. Every day, in every class, Francine would ask, “When can we go home?’

3. Albert is a collector. He has an extensive stamp collection. His toe nail clipping collection is the topic of much discussion. The vacuum bag collection that decorates his bedroom walls is one of a kind. Albert loves to vacuum the house for his parents. He has a rock collection, a comic book collection, and even a used staples collection. It’s no wonder that Albert's friends call him “Mr. Collector.”

4. Please write back soon. I want to know how you’re doing in school. How are your parents? Do you have many new friends? I have a new bike. Tell me if your new house is as nice as your old one. Are you still sad about moving? And of course, I want to know if you miss me just a little bit.

Total Marks: ____/ 7

